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London School of Hygiene & Tropical Medicine
[Uniwersity of London)

Keppel Street, London WCLE 7HT

United Kingdorm

Weby site: /fwww . Ishim.ac.uk

London, 9 September, 2017
Ta the Honourable Minister of Health, Iran
Diear Honourable Minister,

I have had the opportunity over the past six years o work
with the Iranian CDC, through various WHO missions, as the
555 (Syndromic Surveillance System) was piloted and further
developed by the Iranian CDC in the Gilan Province. To my
knowledge this effort was the first such activity in the WHOD
Eastern Mediterranean Region (EMR), and the WHO missions
supported the Iranian CDC team as they chose the names and
definitions of 10 syndromes and developed a 4-year action
plan to develop S55 in Iran.

Work continued in the Iranlan CDC as laid out in the 4-year
action plan, and during a meeting which I attended in WHO
country office in Turkey with the Iranian CDC team in Janwsary
2012, the list of definitions of syndromes reached 14, The
Iranian CDC then followed the action plan for the S55 pilot
phase and implemented 7 subprojects in the Glian Provinoe.
The pilet phase was completed in June 2016, and 555
implementation was then broadened to the entire province,
During a mission to Iran in July of this year, the outcome of
the S55 pilol was assessed by a WHO réview mission that was
compased of mermbers from the WHO/Lyon office, WHO/EMRD
and Public Health England (of which I was at that time Chair).

The review mission visited health houses, health centers,
district hospitals, and district labs in two of the pilot districts
(Slahkal and Astara), and had mestings with ministerial and
provincial authorities. They also visited the national reference
lab for influenza acute respiratory infections in Tehran [NIC),
and assessed the integration of 555 within a virtual network
of public health lab surveillance.

The S55 review mission o Iran concluded s visit with the
following recommendations (see attachment for specific
findinga):

» Integration of &l currently active electronic platfiarms
should be considered (not replacement of all platforms
by one), using the Iranlan COC keam's exparience from
the 555 pllot

» Feedback should be strengthensd to peripheral levels of
the province

«  The 555 should incorporabe events based survelllance
to lssue early warning (EWAR ) signals and alerts

«  Consideration should be given to expansion of the 555
throughout the country, and there should be a cost
analysis for such expansion

In summary, the Iranian COC has successfully pllobed an 555
in Iran, and it I8 recommended that ministerial avthorities
work with the Iranian CDC to assess the cost and support the
expansion of S55 countrywide. At the same time, propesing
Irankan leadership bo WHO a3 It expands S55 inltiative to the
other interested countries in the Eastern Mediberranean
Reglon and beyend, should be strangly considered. T would be
pleased to discuss any of these recommendations with you, or
provide any clarification, if useful.

Sincerely yours,

i{j){lg?ﬁ?z I T ———

Dievid L Heymann, MD
Professer, Infectious Disease Epldemislogy
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