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Anti-HAV, antibody to hepatitis A virus; HBsAg, hepatitis B surface
antigen; Anti-HBc, antibody to hepatitis B core antigen; Anti-
HCV, antibody to hepatitis C virus; Anti-HDV, antibody to hep-
atitis D virus; Anti-HEV, antibody to hepatitis E virus
The evaluation of acute hepatitis begins with serologic studies
for viral types A, B, and C; Serology results for types D and E are
obtained depending on the results of these initial tests

bIn severe cases or in HBV/HDV coinfection, HBsAg may be

rapidly cleared to undetectable levels; HBsAg does not dist’
guish between acute and chronic infection.

IgM anti-HBc may be positive in chronic carriers; other causes
must be excluded.

Anti-HCV does not distinguish between acute and chronic ACV
infection; other causes must be excluded.
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